# somebody attempts to explain trotsky's filter
"a trotskyist party cannot be a loaf of bread by itself" - James P. Cannon


## video

this talk was based on a book by Paul Le Blanc   [*r2]
this was the final chapter of the book           [*R]
Le Blanc is associated with the DSA, Bernie campaign, and Tempest.   [*a,*g,*d]

three necessary conditions to create revolutionary discipline
> 1. class consciousness and devotion to revolution of "significant" elements of the working class
> 2. the ability of the vanguard to link up with the broad masses, integrated into their experiences
> 3. "correctness" of the vanguard's leadership and recognition by the broad masses

Is significant a quality of the workers or a number of workers?
what does correctness refer to? correct leaders or correct ideas?

> a correct theory is only found in connection with the practical activity of a mass movement
This sounds correct on the face of it, but I'd actually have to question whether there are important details missing. is just any mass movement good and evidence for a theory? probably not.

> the vanguard will prove its legitimacy through experience

> we're not talking about a self-righteous authoritarian sect
> a principled, determined, open, evolving, efficient, creative, self-controlled, and with self-initiative
This sounds like an attempt to describe "Stalinism" in a form that sounds like a self-criticism of Trotskyism but actually isn't


the revolutionary organization should be capable of understanding and creating theory
we won't really define the structure of it specifically but it needs to be a cohesive whole

Le Blanc understands democratic centralism at least on paper

contradictions popped up only in Lenin's final years and they were due to the desperate conditions and certainly not his fault


lukács said the party's role is to foresee possibilities for the economy and appropriate strategies, intellectually, materially, and organizationally
Which sounds pretty well like the party pulling the workers along and not so much a description of "Lenin's filter"  [*f]

[edit:]
yeah, isn't this everything Trotsky was against in his very earliest days trying to understand Leninism?
it's interesting that early Trotskyism was seemingly just against centralism entirely, with both Trotsky and Luxemburg trying to tear apart centralism, but I guess Trotsky may have changed his ideas eventually.   [*CS,*L]
I'm still fairly sure he was never entirely okay with centralism and this is why he ended up attacking "Stalinism" and trying to forcefully change the leadership of the CPSU   [*Z]


Le Blanc cites Mandel a bunch

mandel's three components of Leninist organization
> a theory of the actuality of revolution
> a theory of the discontinuous and contradictory development of class consciousness - material conditions play an important but not exclusive role
> a theory of how Marxism relates to science and class struggle

This is a weird way to think of things.
admittedly, it's better than how Rothenberg and the Žižekians tried to describe gaining class consciousness

[edit:]
What does Mandel think there are other than material conditions??
the "discontinuous and contradictory" part makes sense to me. I might call this "molecular" development of class consciousness and describe it as independent pockets of activity which are unstable and unreliable unless you join them up; it can also be the case that the people only have part of the understandings they need such that their way of doing things undermines itself and they get nowhere. so that part makes sense. but what is there other than material conditions? aren't most things that aren't "material conditions" _per se_ but affect class consciousness still more or less arrangements of material things, or concrete instruction manuals on how to arrange material things?


Rosa Leviné-Meyer, the other rosa, said the leader must be a few steps ahead of the people, which demands knowledge of world affairs and a thorough acquaintance with the past and present
you have to know about history and every party member
to win against opposing factions the leaders have to absorb "existing bourgeois culture"
a revolutionary organization must answer where do we go from here, but not too far into the future
theoretical clarity that results in concrete analysis of the real world


> James P. Cannon said the class-conscious socialists should act as a leaven in the instinctive movement of the working class. the leaven cannot become a loaf of bread itself

I have no real problems with this analogy because it's evocative, it gets in its dumb little pun on the word "rise" with bread rising and people rising.
but at the same time I really love this quote for how strange it sounds out of context. don't do substitutionism, because a Trotskyist party cannot become a loaf of bread itself   [*CS]


> mandel says there should not be centralism in the organizational sense but in the political sense
What?

the centralization of experience drawn from militancy
you should spread or broadcast the experiences to as many people as you can. maintain the experiences in the organization
Broadcast is an odd phrasing, it's as if we're saying Trotsky's filter is newspapers   [*f]


the key to mistakes is in figuring out how to correct them after making them

no no not gramsci...... - i don't mean that seriously
ok, this one is not terrible
he's just saying you always have to build up out of small chunks

james cannon said there are two questions for whether a group grows or dies:
1. adopting a correct political program
2. what the group itself will do in response to material circumstances
if the group misunderstands the tasks in front of it, it can wear itself out in futile efforts and come to grief
How did cannon actually understand that wrong theories are just a lot of wasted effort

nick armstrong: I don't think propaganda groups can lead struggle
they have mistrained their members to think they are engaged in agitation
1. you need a lot of revolutionaries before you really create a vanguard
2. you need a lot of general resistance in the masses

[edit:]
Le Blanc is one of the people who think Luxemburg's ideas of needing to watch for activity in the masses and needing to organize a lot of people before trying to build centralism can easily be applied to Leninism even though it was really a pre-Leninist idea back when it first came up   [*L]


avoid sectarian arrogance and degeneration


> Sheila Rowbotham cautions against split loyalty between Leninist parties and other efforts   [*sr]
> there is pre-Leninist and anti-Leninist but not post-Leninist

I like that one. post-Marxism get out, you shouldn't even exist
arguably you can try to slot Stallman and Masnick into "post-Leninist revolutionary tradition", as something of a squarish peg, but that's about the only real contender   [*rms]


le blanc says that Marxist theories and the workers can connect but you need a critical-minded revolutionary organization with good theories
we have nothing to teach if we are not continually learning



okay, so, this is what Le Blanc says Trotsky's filter is
* it only comes from practice and listening to the masses
* the vanguard is created when the vanguard /proves/ itself to the masses
* when you get a vanguard they can understand and create theory
  * Leviné-Meyer says the theorists should have correct facts and a comprehensive theoretical understanding of other parties or movements
  * we need a bunch of theories about how the country actually works if you ask Mandel
    * I don't think I like this description, which is like, at a certain point we suddenly make a bunch of theories and this guides the whole rest of the process. first draw a circle, then draw the rest of the theoretical corpus   [*owl]
  * there is an implication you need a study of real struggle, but separately just to study the country period.
* theoretical clarity will result in good analysis of the real world
* centralize and maintain real-world experience in the organization
  * I think what's being said here is democratic centralism is not actually as important as centralism of ideas across a wide spatial area of revolutionaries
* you may have to recruit a lot more people who are closer to areas of real struggle before you get anywhere, particularly if all you have is a handful of journalists
* a vanguard cannot be a loaf of bread itself; you have to keep the movement going and find more people to lead

the one step that I'm a little hung up on is how this is supposed to go from agitators to good theories
it looks to me like how you actually get there is the second general study of the country.
in which case this is effectively saying you need two kinds of theorists, the "science" theorist and the agitator, and you need to continually create both of them, and neither of them can be allowed to slip away from the masses or each other






---

[*f] "Lenin's filter" and "Trotsky's filter" are terms used in my work-in-progress theory text ("rdv4") that basically describe different conceptions of centralism and people's models of how groups practice centralism to build a party.

[*a] goddamn, the first thing the search engine found when I searched "Tempest" was:
> I built Tempest because it was the approach I needed when confronting my own dysfunctional relationship with alcohol
Tempest is a magazine. [*g] as funny as it may be to imagine an alcohol rehab program specifically for Trotskyists

[*rms] Masnick and Stallman are part of a strange sector of right-"Libertarianism" which genuinely believes that the free market can keep going without money as volunteers compete to provide products, as long as capitalist businesses continue using these free offerings as a baseline for competing in the market with more impressive capitalist products.
this movement can be very confusing and contradictory because on one hand it defends the right to small businesses, but on the other it can be seen genuinely opposing economic imperialism /as a threat to workers' rights/, and talking about "solidarity", "sharing", and "cooperation" created by using and contributing to community-made projects.   [*inf,*foss]
in the sense of this ideological faction opposing almost every oppression against workers except businesses, and leading real efforts to organize a lot of money and users of nonprofit services to protect such things as libraries, people's right to use products the way they want to, and people's right to create new community-made products without legal action from existing product creators, one could attempt to label Stallman-style Libertarians a "post-Leninist revolutionary tradition".
(yes, if you do that you have admitted that once we set aside Lenin's tradition the "alternative" is a bourgeois-collaborationist tradition.)

[*sr] Sheila Rowbotham championed identity politics garbage, it looks like. she did not really like centralism at all, and was going to throw it out sooner than Rosa Luxemburg. meanwhile she thought that only a movement of women and people specifically interested in women's issues could possibly make progress on issues women faced under capitalism.  [*sr2]
this is essentially the same thing people are doing with black rights right now. they've been having a spontaneous bubble of anti-racist movements, which isn't a problem, but they're seeing that more-general movements are not /their/ movement that can aggregate /them/, and then creating their own exclusive movements that will be only for people who experience /their/ issues.
Trotskyists should not be seriously listening to Sheila Rowbotham when one group recently put out this article that they were trying to recruit people from anti-racist movements and saw that a lot of people were totally uninterested in cooperating with Marxist parties and challenged them on what /Trotskyism/ could possibly contribute to /their/ anti-racist movement.  [*eh]
it seems to me like the problem is not "split loyalties" but that identity politics movements have had problems with one centralism and formed /another centralism/ and we have two competing centralisms that won't integrate with each other.
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